
 

The Boxerwood Education Association is a non-profit organization whose mission is to educate  

and inspire people of all ages to become environmentally responsible stewards of the Earth. 

Thanks To the Generosity of Our Community – Boxerwood 

Exceeds its Goal for Matching Grant 

This past November, the Education Department of Mary Baldwin 
College made available to Boxerwood a $10,000 matching grant.  
An appeal letter was sent out to many members of our community 
and their generous response enabled Boxerwood to not only meet 
this goal, but exceed it by over $1,000. 
 
The funds from Mary Baldwin College will be used to support our 
environmental education programs that are reaching every student 
in grades three through six in Rockbridge County.  A portion of 
these funds will also enable Boxerwood to host a professional 
development session this spring that will be available to local 
teachers in addition to students from Mary Baldwin College. 

 
The matching funds will also support our school programs and aid Boxerwood to maintain its educational 
facilities and support operations.   
 
Without the continued commitment and generosity of our community, 
Boxerwood would not be able to continue to serve every child in the 
Rockbridge County, Lexington, and Buena Vista School systems.  In 
addition, during this winter season educators from Boxerwood will be 
conducting environmentally-based programs at every pre-school in 
Rockbridge County.  No other organization in our area touches the 
lives of every student in pre-school through sixth grade guiding 
them toward an appreciation of the outdoors and kindling an 
interest in science.              Bruce Bytnar 

 
 

 Education Program  
 

All programs are aligned with Virginia Blocks of Early Learning or 
Standards of Learning. Boxerwood staff or trained volunteers lead 
activities. Programs that are described are from last fall and a winter 
preschool outreach. 
Preschool – 6th graders record their observations in field journals.  
3rd – 4th graders rotate in small groups through three hour-long sessions 
on site at Boxerwood. During their group lunch, students compost or 
recycle almost all of their “trash.” 

4th – 6th grade river programs take place at local streams. 
Preschools:, Buena Vista Headstart, Goshen, EarthSong Montessori, Providence 3, Shenandoah, St. Johns, St Patricks, 
Woods Creek Montessori, Yellow Brick Road 
Elementary: Central, Enderly Heights, Fairfield, Kling, Mountain View, Natural Bridge, Waddell 
Middle: Lylburn Downing, Maury River, Parry McCluer, Rockbridge 
Pictured are educators Elise Sheffield, Jess Sullivan, and Hannah Klein 
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Ages 2-3 – “All Fall Down” 
Children gathered leaves, acorns, seeds – what falls from trees in fall.  They 
learned an acorn song and created autumn art 
 
Ages 4-5 – “The Sky is Falling!” 
Preschoolers met Chicken Little and joined 
her and her animal friends as they spread 
the bad news: ”The sky is falling!” Finally a 
squirrel teaches everyone a lesson about 

acorns and what happens after trees drop them.  Students made acorn-
stamp art in journals which retold the story of an acorn.   
 
Ages 4-5 “A Long Winter’s Nap (taking place now) 
Preschools learn about hibernation firsthand from Woodchuck Chuck, a 
drowsy groundhog who wakes up briefly from his long winter’s nap to visit 
them and Chatter the Squirrel. 
 
Grade One – “Seed Travelers” 
Students compiled a travel guide to the natural world – for seeds!  Using a map, they hiked woods and 
meadow, gathering tree and plant seeds and categorized their seeds by how they disperse. 
 
Grade Two – “Adapt or Die” 
Students explored animal adaptation and survival along our paths and ponds.  As they observed changes 
occurring as fall cycles into winter, they learned how animals use camouflage to trick their predators and how 
animals prepare for migration, hibernation, and dormancy. 
 

Third Grade – “Home Sweet Home” (HSH) and “The Good Earth”(TGE) 
HSH: Students investigated our various habitats and animals that live in each, 
created tiny habitats for close-pin people, and practiced mapping skills.   
TGE : Students discovered tiny recyclers turning dead matter into life-giving 
soil both in “natural” habitats and in our compost bins.  To help protect 
eroding soil, they planted grass seed.  
 
Fourth Grade- “Earth Stewards” (ES) and “Watershed Investigators”(WI) 
These students investigated how well Boxerwood is caring for natural 
resources.  They tracked water as it picks up pollutants - and how nature (and 
humans helping nature) re-clean that water and thus protect the Chesapeake 
Bay.  They learned from NEWTS how we use nature to clean our wastewater. 

In addition, ES observed our new solar water heater and brainstormed ways to reduce the use of fossil fuels 
and WI performed chemical tests on our pond water. 
 
Fourth, Fifth, and Sixth Grades 
These students investigated the health of local streams (South River, 
James River, Maury River, Woods Creek) using both biological (macro 
invertebrate) and chemical testing. Various other activities for different 
groups were included, such as fossil investigations, hydrology, and 
nature-inspired haiku & water-color painting. 
 
Seventh and Eighth Grade through Project NEXT 
After-school Maury River Middle School students investigated local 
streams with water testing and mapping.  
 
After-school programs coordinated with the YMCA: 
Students from either Waddell or Central engaged in various Boxerwood nature activities.  

 
 



VOLUNTEERS 
Some of our many volunteers and staff gather at a fall luncheon.  
Thank you to our community members and students from Washington 
and Lee University! 

 

 
GARDEN NEWS 
Faith Vosburgh, our Horticulturalist, now sends out a monthly email to let 
everyone know what’s currently happening in our garden and garden-related 
events in the area.  
 

Pictured: Bruce and Faith on a fall pond cleaning mission 

 

EVENTS AT BOXERWOOD 
Our event committee has been busy compiling an event calendar for the 
upcoming year.  See the latest on our webpage.  (Sample: Earthday Activities, 

April; Boxerwoodstock, July; Fall Family Festival, September) 

 

BOXERWOOD BOARD  

 Paul Leonard, President 
 John Miles, Vice President 
 Phyllis Fevrier, Secretary 
Jeff Kosky, Treasurer 
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 Greg Jones  
 Jim Kvach 

Cochran Lyle 
Mike Meads 
Lenna Ojure 
 
 

  BOXERWOOD STAFF 

Bruce Bytnar, Managing Director Jess Sullivan, Early Education & Family Programs Faith Vosburgh, Horticulturist 

Elise Sheffield, Education Director Hannah Klein, Program Educator Clara Williams, Gardener 

  Sally Grunewald, Communication 

 

 MEMBERSHIP 

Join online, download our website’s form, or send the information above with a check to the BEA, 963 Ross Road, Lexington, VA  
24450.  Questions? Call us at 540.463.26979 or email info@boxerwood.org 

Amount Level Amount Level 

$35 - $49 Individual/Family $500 - $999 Benefactor 

$50 - $99 Supporter $1000 - $2499 Garden Angel 

$100 - $249 Sustainer $2500 and above Great Oak 

$250 - $499 Patron/Business unlimited m 

 

I/we would like to support Boxerwood at the checked level.  (I have enclosed an additional contribution of $_______) 

Name ____________________________________________________________ 

Address _____________________________________________________________ 

Telephone _______________________ Email___________________________ (for newsletter & notice of events) 

The Boxerwood Education Association (BEA) is a non-profit, tax-exempt organization under Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code. 

https://payments.auctionpay.com/ver3/?id=w020393
http://boxerwood.org/support/membership%20form.pdf
file:///C:/Documents%20and%20Settings/Sally/Desktop/info@boxerwood.org

